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the Yeldavas, came to mock them. They had dressed up
Krishna's young son Samba as a girl, and they asked
them if she would give birth to a boy or a girl. The
Seers foretold that the boy would give birth next day to
an iron bar which would cause the destruction of the
whole Yadava clan, and so indeed it turned out; in a
drunken brawl all the Yadavas killed each other, Bala-
rama (Krishna's great brother) went into the sea, and
Krishna sat in the forest waiting for His destined death
through the careless arrow of a hunter.

In distress at the departure of the visible Form of the
Lord from earth which ushered in the dark Kali age,
Narada went once more to all the holy places of India :

on the way he met a woman named Devotion in great
distress at the growing infidelity of men, and was able to
comfort her by the sadhana of Bhakti praised by
Sanaka and other Seers.

7. A Few Other Incidents

Among countless other incidents of Narada's unending
life which we have neither space nor time to narrate
here, I may just mention a few of some interest. Narada
was the author of three hymns in our present Rg-Veda^
two in honour of Soma and one to Indra. When at the
beginning of all things earthly the gods and demons
strove for mastery, it was Narada who reported the
death of Jamba to his kindred and so heightened the
tempo of the war. It was he again who sent Hiranyaksha
on the road to doom by telling him where Varaha was to
be found ; it was he who induced the Gods to compete